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Introduction 

 
The last few months have seen a renewed focus on the issue of violence against women. We 
are regularly exposed to news of extremely disturbing and increasingly violent incidents, 

including of gang rapes, molestation and sexual harassment of women and minor children 
through the print and electronic media. Today, the safety of women across Indian cities and, 

particularly in the capital city of Delhi has become an issue of grave concern. The people 
have shown their anger against these happenings and developments through various debates 

and write-ups and have expressed dissatisfaction at how these cases are handled by the police 

authorities. The media has reflected this popular anger.  Some of the literature has pinpointed 
that patriarchal and male dominated Indian society is responsible for this increased violence 

against women. Prevalent patriarchal norms and prejudices which contribute to the continued 
subordination and devaluation of women have also been focussed on by many writers as 

being instrumental in perpetuating this. 
 

The Incident 
 

On 16
th

 December a 23-year old paramedical student was brutally gang-raped by six men in a 
private chartered bus which the girl and her male friend had boarded to reach their 

destination.  Six men took turns to gang rape the girl in the moving bus and also brutally 

attacked both of them before dumping them on road in South Delhi.  

 

News of this heinous act spread across the capital like wild fire. The issue was discussed on 

the floor of Parliament. This led to the setting up of the Verma Committee and, finally the 

passage of the Criminal Law Amendments with regard to sexual harassment in 2013. The 

people of this country stood up and came out to express their anger against the government 

and the police for the increasing violence against women. The people were angry with the 

callousness of the police, the government and even the judiciary for the delay in justice to 

victims of violence. 

 

 

 

The Nirbhaya Movement 

 
The Media gave many names to the Dec.16, 2012 victim.  These included Damini, Amanat 

and Nirbhaya.  But Nirbhaya came to be more widely accepted, as her fight for survival 
symbolised courage and spurred the movement to demand justice and respect for women in 

India. This movement involved women, students and youth. Whereas several organisations 
contributed through pointed interventions, the high point of the display of public anger on the 

streets was that it cut across all sections. The protests initiated by the youth, mostly students, 

took up a common cause: the issue of safety on the streets.  The social media played a major 

role in sustaining the protests, which continued through the winter chill, with thousands 

assembling at India Gate and neighbouring places in strength throughout December and 

January.  Protests were organised in other parts of the country too in support of the demands 

for safety, security and fair and speedy trials. 
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Methodology 

 

The CWDS Library, since its inception, has been engaged in creating and strengthening the 
information base on various issues to facilitate Women’s Studies in India.  The Library took 

the initiative to collect and index news items from English dailies on the Nirbhaya case.   

 

News Media The media is known to be a valuable source of information.  It connects people 
to opinion builders and decision makers.  Historically the news media has played a key role 

in highlighting various movements in the past. While two of the strong components of this 
are the electronic media as well as print and, now there is also a fast emerging social media. 

All these have played an active role in highlighting this struggle.  

 
We focus mostly on newsprint media which has a long established credibility. As information 

professionals, we find it both necessary and easy to index and collect the information on this 
subject/ issue through various newspapers and other sources. We see this as a valuable 

addition by both, identifying the sources, as well as making information more easily available 
in the public domain to facilitate research and analysis. The newspapers were scanned, 

marked, collected, stored and organised very intensively and carefully. A total of over 1700 
news items were collected from 8 dailies such as The Times of India, The Hindustan Times, 

The Hindu, The Asian Age, The Indian Express, The Telegraph, and The Deccan Herald. 
 

The entries covered are from the day the incident happened till 14
th

 September 2013 

(judgment by the District Court). These are broadly organised in the following five sections: 

 

1. The Incident 

2. Protests 

3. Recommendations/ Suggestions 

4. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 

5. Court Proceedings 

 

Each item is organised according to the date of publishing under the different sections, to 

maintain the flow of ideas and progression of the issue. Each item contains information about 
the author, title, newspaper name, date, pages and the URL address to view the full text item 

as published in the original source/website. In a few cases we could not trace out the URL, 
but these news items are available in the CWDS Library for consultation in print format. The 

last section contains the indexes of author, related subject keywords and geographical area for 
easy and fast retrieval of entry. 
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We hope this publication will be a useful resource for scholars interested in the issue of 

violence against women and, especially in the Nirbhaya case.  
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